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ROUND 1: Selection & Recitation (50)
North= 1st Hour

South = 2nd Hour

East = 3rd Hour

West= 6th Hour

1. Each student MUST find ONE poem that really speaks to him/her- a poem that is amazing in many ways: holds special meaning, is understood by the nominator, has interesting and rich technique/devices, demonstrates what poetry and the power of language is all about.

· When you nominate a poem you are saying that the poem you have chosen is SUPERIOR to other poems your classmates have chosen

· You have to be willing to RECITE the poem aloud

· You do NOT have to memorize the poem

· Choose WISELY, this is the poem you will also EXPLICATE (analyze) for your final paper

· You will write a 1 paragraph entry expressing WHY you chose this poem, especially what it means to you

2. Print out your poem-include the poet’s name, the type of poem it is, the date of the poem

3. Read your poem several times to get the feel for it; practice reading it with the correct rhythm, rhyme, tone… Listen to it online if needed!

4. Be ready on THURSDSAY- MAY 15 to defend your poem by reciting it and challenging another student (chosen at random)

5. The class will vote after every 2 recitations.  The winning selections will represent their “region”.  Winners will be narrowed down to 4 from each, 2 from each, then 1 from each region

6. ONE Winner from each region will then challenge each other via podcast, assembly, or video

7. An overall winner is determined by class vote

8. Prizes TBD
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ROUND 2: Selection & Expression (50)

· Find ONE poem that has a persuasive tone- one that you are sparked by! Find a poem that you “take issue” with for whatever reason 

· Be sure that you can “talk back” to the poem using similar and sophisticated poetic devices and literary techniques

· Be sure you UNDERSTAND the poem you choose; you may have to do a bit of research

· Your Talk Back has to be school appropriate and use good judgment

1.  Print out your poem-include the poet’s name, the type of poem it is, the date of the poem

2. Fully annotate your poem by marking up your text in as many ways as possible: Theme, Big Q, FICTS, Sound Devices, Rhythm Devices, Type of Rhyme

3. Draft your TALK BACK (RESPONSE) paying special attention to the line-by-line structure.

4. Remember to frame your response as specifically and as detailed as possible; imitate the professional poet’s structure and technique; you provide the content!

5. Use www.theyepezpage.weebly.com for resources

6. Save all drafts and annotations in your spiral
